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BEACONSFIELD TOWN COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF RESOURCES COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY,  
26

th
 JANUARY 2012 AT THE TOWN HALL, BEACONSFIELD 

 
Present: Cllrs P Bastiman (PB) (Chairman), K M Brown (KB), G Grover (GG), R H Keith (RK),  

J L Simmonds (JS) and A M  Walters (AW). 

 

Also Present: Cllr. Mackintosh 
 
Apologies:   Cllrs. Corney and Lowen-Cooper. 
 
Minutes taken by Margaret Mathie 
 
ITEM 1.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
These were as set out above. 
 
ITEM 2.  MINUTES OF LAST MEETING 

The minutes of the Resources Committee held on 24
th
 November 2011 were received, confirmed and  

 
RECOMMENDED for approval to the Town Council.    

Action  
 

MM 

 
ITEM 3.  MATTERS ARISING 

There were no matters arising. Action 

 
ITEM 4.  FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

The Committee received, confirmed and  
 
RECOMMENDED for approval to the Town Council the List of Receipts & Payments to 30

th
 November 

2011 and 29
th
 December 2011 and Bank Reconciliations & Treasury Accounts to 30

th
 November 2011 

and 29
th
 December 2011. 

Action 
 

MM 
 

 
ITEM 5.  MANAGEMENT ACCOUNTS 

The Committee received, confirmed and  
 
RECOMMENDED for approval to the Town Council the Management Accounts for the third quarter 
ended 31

st
 December 2011. 

Action 
 

MM 

 
ITEM 6.  TOWN HALL MATTERS 

(1) Replacement of Curtains in Council Chamber 
The Chairman reported that although it had not been possible for the Working Group to 
actually hold a meeting, views had been expressed by email and that he had met with Cllrs.  
Lowen-Cooper, Corney and Brown individually to approve the material, tie backs etc. 
 
A discussion then took place regarding redecoration of the ceiling in the Council Chamber, 
together with the redecoration of entrance foyer, staircase and first floor landing.  The 
Committee also considered that an estimate should be obtained from Kalloni Interiors for the 
replacement of the mock curtains on the landing at the Town Hall – the curtains to be in the 
same material as those in the Council Chamber, but with the proviso that they were mock-
curtains and not curtains which pulled across the windows.  
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 
(1) when the order was placed with Kalloni to provide the replacement curtains in the Council 

Chamber at a cost of £3,909.50 they be asked to provide an estimate to replace the mock 
curtains on the landing with ones in the same fabric as those in the Council Chamber; 

 
(2) an estimate be obtained from local Painters & Decorators to paint the ceiling in the 

Council Chamber and separate estimates to paint the foyer, staircase and landing of the 
Town Hall. 
 

(2) Window Panes in Town Hall 
The Town Clerk reported that whilst some window panes (ground floor) had been replaced 
before Christmas, the ones on the first floor had yet to be completed as a convenient date was 

Action 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MM 
 
 
 

MM 
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currently being sought so as to not inconvenience the Council’s tenants.  Noted. 
 
ITEM 7.  REVIEW OF FEES 

The Committee considered a tabled written report prepared by Cllr. Bastiman regarding a review of 
annual fees and charges made by the Town Council.  In addition, the Committee considered a letter 
dated 24

th
 January 2012 from Mr. Godwin Johnson, the Council’s agent at The Oval Tennis Courts 

asking the Council to consider not increasing the fees for the hire of tennis courts at The Oval, due to 
the current economic climate. 
 
The Committee were reminded that in order to freeze the 2012/2013 Precept at 2011/2012 levels, the 
Town Council had recognised the need to increase revenues from annual charges and fees. 
 
After a full and lengthy discussion it was 
 
RESOLVED that the fees and charges made by the Town Council for the hire of tennis courts at The 
Oval, hire of Council Chamber for weddings, civil ceremonies etc. and the fee for hire of the Council 
Chamber for meetings, be increased by a figure of 10% with effect from 1

st
 April 2012.  With regard to 

hire of football pitches at Wooburn Green Lane, then the fees be increased by 10% with effect from 1
st
 

September 2012. 
 
(Note: Regular hirers of the Council Chamber such as Slimming World, Weight Watchers and National 
Childbirth Trust continue to be allowed a discounted rate on their hire fees, due them having regular 
bookings). 
 

Action 
 

 
ITEM 8.  MALTHOUSE SQUARE GOAL POSTS 

The Committee were reminded that at the Open Spaces Committee meeting on 5
th
 January 2012 it 

had been agreed to request the Resources Committee to consider providing funding to purchase a 
pair of 5 a-side goalposts and nets to be concreted into place at Malthouse Square Recreation 
Ground.  The Town Clerk had obtained an estimate of £570 (net) for the supply of a pair of 5 a-side 
goalposts and nets, but pointed out that installation of them was not included. 
 
A discussion took place on this matter and it was agreed that the 5 a-side goal posts should be 
installed at the same time as the outdoor fitness equipment at Malthouse Square Recreation Ground, 
and that the Town Clerk be authorised to ask Proludic if they could concrete in the 5 a-side goalposts 
when they were carrying out installation of the all age fitness equipment.  The Chairman requested 
confirmation that the five a-side goal posts would fit within the relevant area of the Malthouse Square 
Recreation Ground where the all age fitness equipment was to be located. 
 
Discussion also took place on the possibility of perhaps providing a pair of 5 a-side goalposts at other 
open spaces which were owned by the Town Council in Holtspur and the Old Town. It was agreed that 
this matter be included on the agenda for the next Open Spaces Committee meeting on 8

th
 March 

2012. 
 
RESOLVED that the Town Clerk be asked to make enquiries of Proludic to see if they would be able 
to install the pair of goalposts at the same time as the installation of the outdoor fitness equipment was 
taking place.  

Action 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MM 
 
 

MM 

 
ITEM 9.  REQUEST FOR GRANTS  

Festival of Lights 2011 
The Committee noted that an email had been received from Mr. Richard Chandler, Chairman of the 
Festival of Lights Committee, stating that there would be a shortfall of income over expenditure for the 
2011 event.  When the Festival of Lights (FoL) accounts had been finalised by their Auditors, a copy 
would be sent to the Town Clerk, as the Committee’s previous offer to meet any shortfall of upto £250 
was likely to be needed.  Noted. 

Action 
 
 

 
ITEM 10. BEACONSFIELD TOWN OLYMPIC & QUEEN’S DIAMOND JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS 

The Leader reminded the Committee that the sum of £1,000 had been included in the Council’s 
budget for the Community Safety Committee for 2012/2013 for the Olympic celebrations.  It had also 
been agreed that the sum of £1,000 would be taken from the Council’s Reserves, this sum to be used 
for the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Celebrations. 
 
He also reported that following discussions at the Open Spaces Committee on 5

th
 January 2012, the 

Town Clerk had written to Anita Khan at Bucks County Council, asking for consideration to be given to 

Action 
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allocating the 2012/2013 Localities Budget of £10,000 to be divided equally between two projects – 
the Beaconsfield Town Olympic & Queen’s Diamond Jubilee celebrations and the restoration of the 
War Memorial.  The restoration of the War Memorial would be undertaken prior to 2014 which would 
mark the centenary of the start of the First World War. 
 
RESOLVED that authority be delegated to the Chairman of the Community Safety Committee how the 
£1,000 Town Council grant was spent on or towards a Beaconsfield Olympic celebration in 2012. 

 
 

MD 

 
ITEM 11. DOMAIN NAME 

The Committee considered written notes and recommendations of a meeting held on 10
th
 January 

2012 to discuss various matters concerned with the Council’s website, training and communications. 
 
After discussion it was 
 
RESOLVED that:- 
 

(1) The Town Council’s domain name be changed to beaconsfieldtowncouncil.gov.uk and that the 
Town Clerk be asked to write to Mr. Mike Henson enquiring how much this would cost and 
how long it would take to get registered; 

 
(2) The Town Clerk to ask Mr. Henson whether the website complied with the notes Cllr. Read 

would send to the Town Clerk; 
 

(3) The website should be updated as soon as possible, eg Mayor’s introduction and any other 
items and references to Beaconsfield Society in connection with updating the website to be 
removed; 
 

(4) Cllr. Brown’s offer to train Maeve and Margaret to use the “live news” section be accepted; 
 

(5) Mr. Ian Woodbridge who looked after maintenance of the Council’s computers be asked to 
change the Council’s email address to townclerk@beaconsfieldtowncouncil.gov.uk , plus 
create email addresses for admin@beaconsfieldtowncouncil.gov.uk, 
mayor@beaconsfieldtowncouncil.gov.uk and leader@beaconsfieldtowncouncil.gov.uk – this to 
be done once the new domain name had been obtained. 

Action 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MM 
 
 
 

MM 
 
 

MM 
 
 
 

MM 
 

MM 
 

 
ITEM 12. ANY OTHER URGENT BUSINESS 

There were no items discussed under this heading. Action 

 

ITEM 13. EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
Part II Minutes of Resources Committee meeting – 24

th 
November 2011 

Town Hall Matters 
Staff Matters 

 

 
Note: The meeting, having commenced at 7.45pm terminated at 8.58pm after the conclusion of the Part II 
items. 


